Some Questions to Ponder:
1. From all the readings for this Shabbat, what verse or verses touched your heart and fired your imagination?
From Pirke Abot:  Hence, in the performance of the other mitzvoth, chance forgetfulness is forgivable; in study it should be impossible, and if it occurs, it is tantamount to a premeditated transgression.
2. What are the main topics and divisions of the Torah Seder for this Shabbat?
Vayikra 12:1-8 – Birth and atonement

Vayikra 13:1-28 – Diagnosing leprosy

3. What questions were asked of Rashi with regards to Vayiqra (Leviticus) 12:2?
If a woman conceives – Why is woman mentuioned after the animals?
If [a woman] conceives – Does this apply to a dissolved fetus?

as [in] the days of her menstrual flow – Is she unclean when giving birth is there is no blood?

Flow – What does this word denote?
4. What questions were asked of Rashi with regards to Vayiqra (Leviticus) 12:4?
she shall remain – what does תֵּשֵׁב mean.

in the blood of purity – What is blood of purity (as opposed to impurity)?
in the blood of purity – What does טָהֳרָה mean?

the days of her purification – What does טָהֳרָהּ mean?

she shall not touch [anything holy] – Does this expression apply ionly to ‘touching’?

[she shall not touch] anything holy – What does ‘holy’ include?

5. What questions were asked of Rashi with regards to Vayiqra (Leviticus) 13:2?
se’eith, a sappachath, [or a bahereth] – What do these terms apply to?

Bahereth – What does this mean?

[he shall be brought] to Aaron [the kohen, or to one of his sons] – Why are they brought to a priest?
6. What questions were asked of Rashi with regards to Vayiqra (Leviticus) 13:8?
The kohen shall pronounce him unclean – What is the effect of this declaration?

It is tzara’ath – What is the status of this lesion?

tzara’ath – What is the gender of this word?

7. What questions were asked of Rashi with regards to Vayiqra (Leviticus) 13:14?
But on the day that live flesh appears in it - [Scripture] has already explained that healthy flesh is a sign of uncleanness. [Therefore, what is this verse telling us here?]

But on the day [that live flesh] appears – What are the implications of this phrase?

8. What is the rationale for the difference in the number of unclean days for a mother that gives birth to a son, that for a daughter?
The term is doubled for a female since the female child can also double herself.
9. Where in the readings for this Shabbat is it intimated that we are in a period of consolation/strengthening and returning to G-d?
The special ashlamata mentions strengthening a couple of times (underlined).

1 Tsefet (Peter) ‎4:12 – 4:19 speaks about the reward of trials.

Isaiah 51.12-14, 22 particularly verse 22 Thus says the Lord, the LORD your God who is about to take the just retribution of His people: “Behold, I have accepted from your hand the cup of cursing; the bowl of the cup of My wrath you shall drink no more;

Isaiah 52.11 Separate, separate, go out thence, draw near no unclean thing; go out from the midst of her, purify yourselves, you who bear the vessels of the sanctuary of the LORD.

Isaiah 59:5-6  5. For a child has been born to us, a son given to us, and the authority is upon his shoulder, and the wondrous adviser, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, called his name, "the prince of peace." 6. To him who increases the authority, and for peace without end, on David's throne and on his kingdom, to establish it and to support it with justice and with righteousness; from now and to eternity, the zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall accomplish this.
10. How is the Torah Seder related to our reading of Psalm 78:17-31?
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the Psalm are:
Speak - דבר, Strong’s number 01696.

Saying - אמר, Strong’s number 0559.

Israel - ישראל, Strong’s number 03478.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 12:1-2 And the LORD <03068> spake <01696> (8762) unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel <03478>, saying <0559> (8800), If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

Tehillim (Psalm) 78:19 Yea, they spake <01696> (8762) against God; they said <0559> (8804), Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?

Tehillim (Psalm) 78:21 Therefore the LORD <03068> heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel <03478>;
Thematically, both portions speak about Lashon HaRa and its effects.
11. How is the Torah Seder related to our ordinary Ashlamatah of Isaiah 9:5-6 + 11:1-9
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the Ashlamata are:
Children / Son - בן, Strong’s number 01121.

Born - ילד, Strong’s number 03205.

HaShem – יהוה, Strong’s number 03068.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 12:1-2 And the LORD <03068> spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children <01121> of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born <03205> (8804) a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 9:6 For unto us a child is born < 03205> (8795), unto us a son <01121> is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD < 03068> shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD <03068>;
Thematically, both portions speak of the birth of a son and his effect on others.
12. How is the Torah Seder related to our special Ashlamatah of Isaiah 51:12 - 52:12
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the special Ashlamata are:
HaShem – יהוה, Strong’s number 03068.

Speak - דבר, Strong’s number 01696.

Saying - אמר, Strong’s number 0559.

Children / Son - בן, Strong’s number 01121.

Born - ילד, Strong’s number 03205.

Day - יום, Strong’s number 03117.

Israel - ישראל, Strong’s number 03478.
Vayikra (Leviticus) 12:1-2 And the LORD <03068> spake <01696> (8762) unto Moses <04872>, saying <0559> (8800), Speak <01696> (8761) unto the children <01121> of Israel <03478>, saying <0559> (8800), If a woman <0802> have conceived seed <02232> (8686), and born <03205> (8804) a man child <02145>: then she shall be unclean <02930> ( 8804) seven <07651> days <03117>; according to the days <03117> of the separation <05079> for her infirmity < 01738> (8800) shall she be unclean <02930> (8799).

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 51:13 And forgettest the LORD <03068> thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day <03117>  because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 52:6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day < 03117> that I am he that doth speak < 01696> (8764): behold, it is I.

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 51:12 I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son <01121> of man which shall be made as grass;

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 51:13 And forgettest the LORD <03068> thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day <03117> because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 51:16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say <0559> (8800) unto Zion, Thou art my people.

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 51:18 There is none to guide her among all the sons <01121> whom she hath brought forth <03205> (8804); neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up.

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 52:12 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD <03068> will go before you; and the God of Israel <03478> will be your reward.
Thematically, both portions speak about the strength of Israel. In the Torah their strength is derived from observing clean and unclean.
13. How is the reading of 1 Tsefet 4:12-19 related to the rest of our readings for this Shabbat?
Torah Seder: Hakham Tsefet contrasts the three crimes, Murder Theft (Kidnapping ) and all other criminal activity against evil speech.  Lashon hara and uncleanness… The woman’s uncleanness separated her from the community (even though she has done nothing wrong) in a similar manner the Leper is separated from the community. The Leper’s uncleanness is the result of lashon hara.
Psalms: Key verbal tallies in Psalms are “speak” and “saying.”  These again link to the thought of maintain pure speech.
Ashlamatah: In the Ashlamatah the Davidic Prince will rule in justice.  Hakham Tsefet tells us that Judgment comes from the House of G-d and that we will find Rest in G-d’s presence.
Special Ashlamatah:  The key verbal tallies of the Special Ashlamatah are “speak” and “saying.”  

Again, I reiterate what has been said about pure speech and the lashon hara.
Again, I reiterate what has been said about pure speech and the lashon hara.
14. Why does Hakham Tsefet chooses four particular sins that merit the death penalty and not others that merit the same penalty such as idolatry or adultery in order to strengthen the family and community altar?
The four mentioned sins all affect others in the community in a negative way, whereas Idolatry and adultery are hidden and may not affect others directly. Because the particular effect these 4 (murder, kidnapping, sorcery, and espionage) actions are more destructive to the family and community than idolatry or adultery.
15. How is Vayiqra 12:1-2 related to Vayiqra 13:27-28?
They both speak of the unclean – the one by birth and the other by mis-behavior (Lashon HaRa).

16. In your opinion, and taking into consideration all of the above readings for this Shabbat, what is the prophetic message for this week?
Focus on ‘seeing’ and controlling the tongue while observing the commands of HaShem.
We should act as priests this week and determine what is clean and unclean in our lives. The priest had to be well aware of the requirements of what constituted purity and what constituted uncleanliness. We should realize the importance of Torah study to gain a perfect understanding. Pirke Abot this week follows right a long with this theme. We should be studious students, never studying is a haphazard way, but we should be slow and methodical in our studies, scrutinizing every word to gain the true meaning and intent.
Thinking of Hakham Tsefet, - at times suffering is allowed for our own growth, and refinement.  Although painful, suffering makes us stronger and (hopefully) better people.
Still being in the time of the seven weeks consolation/strengthening, whether we are being rewarded or suffering in this life, or any where in between, we must receive both as beneficial (tov), knowing that our Father truly knows what is best for us.
